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different character, and had few of the qualities belong-
ing to the man whose name resembled his. He had little
of the tact of Raymond, and his influence over the troops
under his command and over the Nizam was but very
small. The Marquis of Wellesley had now arrived in
India with the settled resolve to crush the power of
Tipoo Sultan once for all.*

The Great Marquess, or as he was then called the Earl
of Mornington, is one of the most prominent and brilliant
characters in the history of the British Empire in India,
over which he ruled for the next seven years. In the
long voyage out he had ample time to reflect and resolve
upon the policy he would pursue, and once resolved his
was a masterful mind that would allow no obstacle to
interfere with the attainment of the object he had in
view. At the Cape of Good Hope, which was then
largely used by officers on temporary sick-leave from
India, he met Captain Kirkpatrick, who had come from
the Hyderabad Residency to recruit his health, his place
being in the meantime occupied by his brother, Captain
Achilles Kirkpatrick. * By him he was thoroughly posted
up in the condition of affairs in the Deccan, and, in the
Memorandum which the Governor-General elect drew
up, his policy and the reasons for it are clearly laid down.
In order the better to understand the events which were
soon to follow in rapid succession, it will be as well to
take a survey of the actual condition of India at the
commencement of the year 1798.

* There is conclusive evidence that this was Lord Mornington's resolve before
he landed ; at all events, that he expressed his intention so soon after his arrival
that it is impossible to suppose that his words were not the result of a deliberately
formed resolve. On the i/th May, 1799, after the fall of Seringapatam, Sir
Alured Clarke wrote to Lord Mornington to congratulate him on the victory,
and in a postscript to the letter, says, " I remember your observations of humbling
Tippoo before the anniversary of your entering upon the duties of this Govern-
ment, which took place precisely this day twelve months. (Wellesley, Despatches,
VoL I, p. 591).